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Keith & Pam Ware,
34 Gateley Road, London SW9 9SZ

Tel: 020 7326 1076
Email: If.uk@btinternet.com

The Future of the Lay Fraternities in Britain?

Bring
National General Meeting and
12:30 — 5pm, Saturday 27th October ISSSE i

in the meeting room above the L'’Arche Lambeth shop:
The Wedge, 13 Norwood High Street, London SE27 9JU

Leadership and Community: A life of Nazareth?

This is a very important meeting for the future of the ‘Foucauld family’ in Britain. Please keep the
meeting in your prayers and if at all possible come to London to take part. It would be especially helpful
to have people from each group that meets, as well as ‘lone’ members. Make a short holiday of it - come
and stay with other members and see the sights as well! See page 3 for travel directions and get in touch
with us if you need further help. Londoners, also please get in touch to offer such help!

Our mandate as National Responsibles is finished and so it is over to you... How do you want the
Lay Fraternities to be in the future? Who is willing to take on a national or regional responsibility,
or to work with others to undertake the various tasks that need doing? And - if we aren’t able to
do everything we would like to do, what tasks should we do - and which do we choose to leave
undone? Let us know what you think by coming to the meeting or writing to us.

One of the last things
we have done was to
attend the meeting of |
European National | =
Responsibles at the '
Monastery of St. =
Andrew in Belgium &
this summer. Many
people there had
been enlivened by
last year’s inter-national meeting in Tanzania and it was a very positive,
hopeful meeting.

It is clear that here in Britain there are characteristics we share with
members in other countries but also some unique gifts. We are few
compared with the membership in many countries so it is all the
more important for everyone to help where you can. Talking to other
delegates about how they do things in their countries helped to clarify
our own thoughts and we have some proposals for the future which
we hope will make the task of taking on a national responsibility less
daunting and more ‘do-able’- see page 2.

Please let us know what you think and consider your own December 1st
responsibility for the future of a ‘Foucauld tradition’ in this island celebrations...
- your contribution, along with that of others, is indispensable. See page 4

I

Our host, the Abbot, with

a relic of Brother Charles (a
piece of the cloth wrapped
around his dead body) that
they keep at the monastery.



Leadership and Community: A life of Nazareth?
Gospel Reading:
Matthew 20:20-28 “The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve”
Brother Charles:
“What I'm secretly dreaming of, without admitting it to myself, what I can’t help dreaming of, is something
very simple, for just a few people. It would be like those communities in the early Church. A few people

gathered together to lead the life of Nazareth, to live by their work the way the Holy Family did, and practise
the Nazareth virtues as they contemplate Jesus.” (Letter to Fr. Huvelin, 22 October 1898)

“But difficulty is not there to make us stop trying. The greater the difficulty, the more we must rather set
to work rapidly and strive with all our might. God always helps those who want to serve him. Never has
God failed his creatures. It is we creatures who fail God so often. Even if we are doomed not to succeed, we
should work with no less ardour, for when we work for this cause we are doing nothing else than obeying
God and accomplishing his will as he has made it known to us.” (Letter to ] Hours, May 3 1912)

Proposals from Pam & Keith

1. Appoint two NATIONAL RESPONSIBLES at any one time.

2. Adjust the timing of the mandate for the above National Responsible to allow an overlap.
3. Set up a WORKING GROUP to administer and organise the Fraternity

NATIONAL RESPONSIBLES (NRs) AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY
< Two NRs to be in post any one time. There are many smaller and larger tasks involved
< Both chosen by the fraternity members and many possibilities for development if

enough ‘hands make the work light’. The main

< Each Responsible to serve a term of 4 years ,
areas include:

after which they will be replaced.
< Elections for replacement NRs every 2 years
to allow overlap.

< Stimulate development of groups and mem-
bers within a regional structure. Focus on

< NRs will coordinate the work of the Working developing partl'cu.llar r.eglons. .
Group < Improve the administration of the Fraternity by

WORKING GROUP maintaining suitable contact details.

< Will be set up by the National Responsibles % Stewardship of ﬁr%anc'lal resoutrees.
in consultation with the membership. < Arrange the publication of newsletters and

< Should consist of approximately 12 mem- other material.

bers, some with defined roles and others as < Develop and maintain archive material.
general members. < Organise meetings, seek out venues and pre-

% Those with defined roles to be supported by pare material.

other general members. < Utilise the Internet for networking and pub-
< Main focus not as a discussion group but on lications.

developing, planning and carrying out the %+ Maintain suitable links with

necessary tasks. International and European
< Will meet on a regular basis and maintain groups.

records of minutes and agendas.
How you can help
< Please keep our fragile network scattered throughout the world - and in Britain
- in your prayers.
< Consider well if you are able to offer practical help - on a national or regional basis - and let us know.
< Please complete and return the enclosed coloured form so that:
> We may check and correct our address list;
> Let us know if we can send you this newsletter by email - it would save money;
> Let us know if you would be willing to stand as National Responsible, Treasurer, as a contact
person in your area, or help in any other way.
> Let us know what you think and make suggestions.
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National General Meeting: Travel Directions
We meet above the L'Arche Lambeth shop: The Wedge, 13 Norwood High Street, London SE27 9JU
which comes after the cemetary and public library and before the Catholic Church...

WestNorwood is in London travel zone 3 and outside the congestion charge area. It is not on the
London Underground but there are regular overland trains from Victoria and London Bridge.
The journey time is under 20 minutes and the station just a few minutes walk from L'Arche.
Buses include: 2, 68, 196, 315, 322, 432, 468 and the faster, limited stop bus, X68, from Russell
Square and Waterloo. West Norwood’s Robson Road/Norwood Road is the first stop after Waterloo
and the journey time is a little short of half-an hour. For a bus route map, see:
www.tfl.gov.uk/tfl/gettingaround/maps/buses/pdf/westnorwood-2299.pdf

TulseHillRailwa For help with London public transport, see the Transport for London
Station 4 website: |www tfl.gov. uk|or phone: 020 7222 1234.

. E You might find parking on

' nearby streets e.g. Dunbar
Street.

-1 Make a weekend of it!
Stay with a London

\ member, make new

+ | friends and see the
sights...

Let Pam & Keith know
if you would like to
stay overnight on the
Friday or Saturday
night.

1| London members — if

you can welcome a
visiting member to stay
with you overnight,
please let Pam & Keith
Know.

g1 B ?f"“‘
et J.#I?’EE T Nﬂﬁ WD ‘jﬂ L'Arche shop &

_.-" - -'
meeting room

L’'Arche Lambeth

. has been
the long-
term work-
place of

] Little

Brother Thierry Jacques.

You can find out more about
L’ Arche Lambeth from their

-:] mm c.-; : website:
;-L'-.‘_‘iEE!H = ﬂll_.“ -:I-IIQEIE'F'EI E [www.larchelambeth.org.uk |

Map: [www.streetmap.co.uk/ streetmap.dll?GZM?X=5 31989&Y=172094&A=Y&Z=1 |
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http://www.tfl.gov.uk/tfl/gettingaround/maps/buses/pdf/westnorwood-2299.pdf
http://www.tfl.gov.uk
http://www.larchelambeth.org.uk/
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/streetmap.dll?G2M?X=531989&Y=172094&A=Y&Z=1

EVENTS
December 1st

Charles de Foucauld Celebrations

As you probably know, December 1st marks the anniversary of Blessed Brother Charles’ death in
1916 and is a day when members of the different parts of his spiritual family make a special effort
to come together to celebrate. Are you thinking of organising such a gathering in your area?
It can be a simple and small affair. Do let us know details before the end of October so that
we can tell others about it in the next issue of this newsletter.

Here is advance warning of two celebrations:
December 1st Gathering in London
11:30-5, Corpus Christ Parish, Trent Road/Brixton Hill, London SW2 6B]

12-1: Adoration (during confessions) followed by bring and share lunch, reflection/
presentation, etc. Contact Pam or Keith (see front page header for address).
December 1st Mass at Enfield
Malcolm writes:
“As most of the Enfield Fraternity members regularly attend the 09.30 Saturday morning Mass in
Our Lady and St George, London Road, Enfield and to complement the event in central London...
we decided to ask Fr Richard our PP if we could once again celebrate Bl Charles. Fr Richard has
kindly agreed so if anyone else would like to join us you are most welcome but please not at the

expense of your attendance at the central London Event. The mass will be very similar to last years
and if you would like to come and help with the singing please let me know.”

Contact Malcolm on 020 8366 3389 or maljogn@tiscali.co.uk

At the European Holiday
Retreat, August 2007

International Bulletin
— Subscribe now

Michael Doe writes:

“Please remind those who receive
International Bulletins that some of them
are due to re-subscribe or to cancel please.”
Latest issue (July 2007)

This includes a report of the meeting in
Algeria of the ‘Association’ - representatives
of all the different groups inspired by
Brother Charles - where they reflected
on the experience of our communities in
relating to Muslims. There is also news of
. _ the Lay Fraternities around the world, from
Group discussions America, the Arab world, Kenya and Italy,

o R 1A and a call to become ‘bridges for peace’ in
the world. Emails of fraternity members in
the Arab world are included if you would
like to contact them and extend friendship
beyond our borders.

For copies and payment, contact Michael:
@Tel: 01268 758 370,

“BEmail: mtdoe@tesco.net.uk

(=457 High Road, Benfleet, Essex SS7 5AF

-":_-. :"-__-..:g.. : y
British members in Belgium




Lay Fraternities of Charles de Foucauld
INFORMATION SHEET
So we may check our records, please complete and return to:

Keith & Pam Ware, 34 Gateley Road, London SW9 9SZ
or email: If.uk@btinternet.com (that’s ‘If’ as in ‘LF’ for Lay Fraternity)

Name: Tel:
Address: Mobile:
Email:

1. This Newsletter is sent not only to members of the Lay Fraternities but also to people
who have expressed an interest in Charles de Foucauld.
Do you wish to continue to receive this mailing?

U I wish to remain on the Lay Fraternities mailing list and to receive the newsletter:
O by post

O by email using this address:
O Please do not send me any more mailings.

2. Please use the following space and overleaf to tell us:

(i) Your thoughts on the present or suggestions for the future life of
the British Lay Fraternities (and the spiritual family of Charles de
Foucauld generally — we are small, we work together...)

(ii) Any way in which you would like to help: as National Responsible,
treasurer, member of the Working Group, as a contact person in
your region...






